ART
&

CUSP Art and Design Curriculum

PA

DESIGN CURRICULUM WITH UNITY SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP
-

We have deliberately built CUSP Art and Design around the principles of evidence-led practice. This is to ensure that
pupils are equipped to successfully think, work and communicate like an artist. Unapologetically ambitious, our art

curriculum focuses on excellence in this subject through a myriad of media and incredible artists.

Our intention is unmissable; exceptional teacher instruction inspires pupils to acquire knowledge, as an artist, and

enable them to skillfully attempt and apply their understanding.

The CUSP Art curriculum is organised into blocks with each block covering a particular set of artistic disciplines,
including drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, 3D and collage. Vertical progression in each discipline has been
deliberately woven into the fabric of the curriculum so that pupils can revisit key disciplines throughout their

Primary journey at increasing degrees of challenge and complexity.

In addition to the core knowledge required to be successful within each discipline, the curriculum outlines key
aspects of artistic development in the Working Artistically section. Each module will focus on developing different
aspects of these competencies. This will support teachers in understanding pupils’ development as artists more

broadly, as well as how successfully they are acquiring the taught knowledge and skills.
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The Art Curriculum package includes a sequence of skeleton lesson plans, contextual reference materials,
vocabulary modules focusing on language of emotion, explanatory videos and annotated exemplifications. The
teacher videos complement the content in each block and provide clear instruction about art techniques and
methods. The exemplifications can be used to support assessment of pupil outcomes and to support teachers in
developing their own subject knowledge. Teachers are also provided with a list of materials and resources that
they will need to teach each block. The components of the suite should be viewed together for maximum impact.

Central to the learning modules are activities designed to develop

A pupils’ oracy and vocabulary skills to enable them to use artistic
language meaningfully when talking about their work and the

work of others.

Learning Video Exemplification An overview of the core content provides information about the
modules guidance materials skills covered across the term in each year group. This enables

aspect of art.
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teachers to see the progression of skills covered within each
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